St.hLuke

N €S
EPISCOPAL CHURCH

An Historic Episcopal Church with a Contemporary Urban Ministry

Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 27, 2026

10:00 a.m.
Watch and subscribe on YouTube:

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQdMrweOpQgS6vn68WMxhow

Welcome! As our Lord Jesus Christ said, Peace be with you. Wherever you come from and
wherever you are on your journey of faith, we are glad you are with us. Let us enter into God’s
presence together.

Prelude “Wondrous Love” Nancy Raabe

Opening Hymn “Awake, my soul, and with the sun” Hymn #11


https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQdMrwgOpQqS6vn68WMxhow

THE WORD OF GOD

Priest Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen.
The Priest says

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Song of Praise
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Setting: Robert Powell (b. 1932)

The Collect

Priest The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Priest Let us pray.

O God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing mercy and pity: Grant us the fullness
of your grace, that we, running to obtain your promises, may become partakers of your heavenly
treasure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one

God, for ever and ever. Amen.

First Lesson
(Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32)

Reader A reading from the Book of Ezekiel:

The word of the LORD came to me: What do you mean by repeating this proverb concerning
the land of Israel, “The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on
edge”? As I live, says the Lord GoOD, this proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel.
Know that all lives are mine; the life of the parent as well as the life of the child is mine: it
is only the person who sins that shall die.



Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my way
unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? When the righteous turn away from their
righteousness and commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for the iniquity that they have
committed they shall die. Again, when the wicked turn away from the wickedness they have
committed and do what is lawful and right, they shall save their life. Because they
considered and turned away from all the transgressions that they had committed, they shall
surely live; they shall not die. Yet the house of Israel says, “The way of the Lord is unfair.”
O house of Israel, are my ways unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair?

Therefore, I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your ways, says the
Lord GOD. Repent and turn from all your transgressions; otherwise, iniquity will be your
ruin. Cast away from you all the transgressions that you have committed against me and get
yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? For I have
no pleasure in the death of anyone, says the Lord GOD. Turn, then, and live.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
Psalm 25:1-9
The antiphon is first sung by a cantor, then repeated by all.
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The verses are sung by a cantor. All sing the antiphon where indicated.

To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul.
My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame,
nor let my enemies triumph over me.
Let none who look to you be put to shame;
rather let those be put to shame who are treacherous.
Show me your ways, O LORD, and teach me your paths. Antiphon



Lead me in your truth and teach me,
for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all the day long.
Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love,
for they are from everlasting.
Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions;
remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your goodness, O LORD.
You are gracious and upright, O LORD;
therefore you teach sinners in your way. Antiphon

You lead the lowly in justice
and teach the lowly your way.
All your paths, O LORD, are steadfast love and faithfulness
to those who keep your covenant and your testimonies. Antiphon

Text from Evangelical Lutheran Worship © 2006
Music by Linda Cable Shute © 2008, 2010 admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used with permission.

The Second Lesson
(Philippians 2:1-13)

Reader A reading from the Letter to the Philippians:

If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the
Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having
the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from selfish ambition or
conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. Let each of you look not to
your own interests, but to the interests of others. Let the same mind be in you that was in
Christ Jesus,

who, though he was in the form of God,
did not regard equality with God
as something to be exploited,
but emptied himself,
taking the form of a slave,
being born in human likeness.
And being found in human form,
he humbled himself
and became obedient to the point of death--
even death on a cross.



Therefore God also highly exalted him
and gave him the name
that is above every name,
so that at the name of Jesus
every knee should bend,
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
and every tongue should confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.
Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, but
much more now in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; for
it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure.

Reader The Word of the Lord.

People Thanks be to God.

Sequence Hymn “What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul”  Hymn #439
The Gospel

(Matthew 21:23-32)

Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Matthew.

People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

When Jesus entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him
as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave
you this authority?” Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the
answer, then [ will also tell you by what authority I do these things. Did the baptism of John
come from heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we
say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?” But if we say,
‘Of human origin,” we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” So they
answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what
authority I am doing these things.

“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work
in the vineyard today.” He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his mind and went.
The father went to the second and said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not
go0. Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them,
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“Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God
ahead of you. For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe
him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you
did not change your minds and believe him.”

Reader The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Sermon the Rev. Matthew L. Buterbaugh

Nicene Creed
Authorized text from Enriching our Worship 2
*Asterisks indicate a variance from the Book of Common Prayer.

We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,

of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,

*was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
*and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.



We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father,**
*who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
*who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the People — Form V

Leader
In peace, let us pray to the Lord, saying, “Lord, have mercy”.

For the holy Church of God, that it may be filled with truth and love, and be found without
fault at the day of your coming, we pray to you, O Lord.
Here and after every petition the People respond: Lord, have mercy.

For Sarah, Archbishop of Canterbury; Sean, our Presiding Bishop; for Matthew, our own Bishop;
for the Diocese of Wisconsin, as we discern our next bishop; for all bishops and other ministers,
and for all the holy people of God, we pray to you, O Lord.

For all who fear God and believe in you, Lord Christ, that our divisions may cease, and that all
may be one as you and the Father are one, we pray to you, O Lord.

For the mission of the Church, that in faithful witness it may preach the Gospel to the ends of
the earth, we pray to you, O Lord.

For those who do not yet believe, and for those who have lost their faith, that they may receive
the light of the Gospel, we pray to you, O Lord.

For the peace of the world, that a spirit of respect and forbearance may grow among nations
and peoples, we pray to you, O Lord.

For those in positions of public trust, especially the President of the United States, the Governor
of Wisconsin, the Mayor of Racine, and all those who are running for office, that they may serve
justice, and promote the dignity and freedom of every person, we pray to you, O Lord.

For all who live and work in this community, especially the staff, volunteers and guests of the
Hospitality Center, Racine/Kenosha Vocational Ministries, and the Brown Bag Lunch, we pray
to you, O Lord.



For a blessing upon all human labor, and for the right use of the riches of creation, that the
world may be freed from poverty, famine, and disaster, we pray to you, O Lord.

For the poor, the persecuted, the sick, and all who suffer; for refugees, prisoners, and all who
are in danger; that they may be relieved and protected, we pray to you, O Lord.

For this congregation, for those who are present, and for those who are absent, that we may be
delivered from hardness of heart, and show forth your glory in all that we do, we pray to you,
O Lord.

For all who have commended themselves to our prayers; for our families, friends, and
neighbors; that being freed from anxiety, they may live in joy, peace, and health, we pray to
you, O Lord.

For all the blessings of our lives, [especially: ], we pray to you, O Lord.
For all who are sick or suffering, [especially: ], we pray to you, O Lord.
For all who have died in the communion of your Church, [especially: ], and those

whose faith is known to you alone, that, with all the saints, they may have rest in that place where
there is no pain or grief, but life eternal, we pray to you, O Lord.

Rejoicing in the fellowship of the ever-blessed Virgin Mary, blessed Luke, blessed James
DeKoven, and all the saints, let us commend ourselves, and one another, and all our life to Christ
our God.

To you, O Lord our God.

Silence

The Priest adds the following Doxology

For yours is the majesty, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; yours is the kingdom and the power
and the glory, now and for ever. Amen.

Confession of Sin

The Deacon or Priest says
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Silence may be kept. Please kneel or stand.
Minister and People

Most merciful God

we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,



by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your Name. Amen

The Priest stands and says
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,

strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you eternal life.
Amen

The Peace
All stand.
Priest The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.
Announcements

THE HOLY COMMUNION
Offertory

The Priest may begin the Offertory with the following sentence of Scripture

Through Christ let us continually offer to God the sacrifice of praise, that is, the fruit of lips
that acknowledge his Name. But do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for
such sacrifices are pleasing to God. Hebrews 13:15, 16

If you would like to donate to the ministry of St. Luke's online, please scan this QR code:

Offertory Voluntary “Wondrous Love” David N. Johnson
Priest All things come of Thee, O Lord
People And of Thine own have we given Thee. Amen.
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The Great Thanksgiving

Eucharistic Prayer B Please Stand (BCP 367)
 Celebrant People
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The Lord be  with you. And al-so with you.
Celebrant Feople
e

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord

Celebrant
Y
m
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People
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It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Priest proceeds:

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. . . Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with
Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to

proclaim the glory of your Name:
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Setting: Robert Powell (b. 1932)
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The people may kneel or stand.

Then the Priest continues

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in
creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets;
and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. . .

Therefore according to your command, O Father,
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The Priest continues

And we offer this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you O Lord of all. . .

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours,
Almighty Father, now and for ever.

A - men. A - men. A ' - men.

Setting: McNeil Robinson (b. 1943)

The Lord’s Prayer

And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say,

Priest and People:
o
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Setting: Plainsong; Adapt. Charles Winfred Douglas (1867-1944)

Fraction
The Priest breaks the consecrated Bread.

A period of silence is kept.
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Setting:  Gerald R. Near (b. 1942)

Communion

In the Episcopal Church, all are welcome at the table of the Lord. If you have been baptized in any
Christian tradition, you may receive communion. If you have not been baptized, you are welcome to
receive a blessing. Simply cross your arms over your chest to indicate that you would like to receive a
blessing or to indicate that you do not want to receive the bread or wine.

Communion Hymn  “Deck thyself, my soul, with gladness™ Hymn #339

Post-communion Pravyer

Priest and People

Almighty and everliving God,

we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food
of the most precious Body and Blood

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;

and for assuring us in these holy mysteries

that we are living members of the Body of your Son,
and heirs of your eternal kingdom.

And now, Father, send us out

to do the work you have given us to do,

to love and serve you

as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.

To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit,

be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

Sending out of Eucharistic Visitors

Priest (Name), we send you out to share Communion this week with (Name).

People May you carry the prayers of all of us as you take this sacrament of
Christ’s presence.

Priest May those who receive it from you be strengthened and encouraged in that
community we have together in our Lord Jesus Christ.

All Amen.
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The Blessing

Closing Hymn “0O God of every nation” Hymn #607
Dismissal

Deacon Let us go forth in the name of Christ.

People Thanks be to God.

Postlude “Toccata in G minor” Johann Pachelbel

If you are visiting St. Luke’s, we welcome you in the name of the Risen Lord. If you have any
questions or want to know more about St. Luke’s Church, please speak with an usher.

TODAY’S MINISTERS

ACOLYTE: Chris Schatzman

ALTAR GUILD: Tricia Frost

FIRST READER: Geoff Greeley

SECOND READER: Brandon Campbell

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE: Cindy Ganzel
CANTOR: Victoria Vollman

PARISH PERSON OF THE DAY: Jessica MacPhail
USHERS: Brian Paulhus, Grace Ellingham

COFFEE HOUR: Vestry

NEXT WEEK COFFEE HOUR: Birthday Sunday

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
For our Parish

For the Church: In the World
The Church of Bangladesh
St. Marc’s Church & school in Jeanette, Haiti

Cadnet Ednerson and Charline Irossaint

15



For the Episcopal Ministries in Racine
Congregations of St. Luke’s and St. Michael’s Diocese of Wisconsin
Hospitality Center
Racine/Kenosha Vocational Ministry
The DeKoven Center
Brown Bag Ministry

Those who are Sick or in Need or Homebound
Bethany, Laandan, Tony, Ron, Gerald, Jean, Olivia, Katie, Sally, Heather, Leah, Elizabeth,

Gregory, Andrea, John, Marcos, Tory, Irene, Lois, Ron, Marvin, Bob, David, Rogelio, Antonio
Homebound: Barbara, Jeanne, Bill

Special Offering
Cash or checks in the offering that are not designated for regular needs will be given to the
St. Luke’s Discretionary Fund. Thank you for your generous support for this ministry.

Today’s Altar flowers are given by Lyn Kiley to the glory of God and in memory of
generations of Belden’s, who have called St. Luke’s Church, home.

Thanksgiving for Birthday
Kathy

Dinner and a Show
On the first Sunday of the month at 5:00pm, St. Luke's will have "Dinner and a Show". We will
watch The Chosen, a dramatization of the Gospels, and follow with a discussion over
dinner. The first Dinner and a Show will be on Sunday, October 4.

Parish Worship and Picnic
Sunday, October 11th
10:30 am
St. John’s Chapel at the DeKoven Center
Potluck Picnic Following in Assembly Hall
Combined worship led by clergy and people of St. Luke’s, St. Michael’s, and St. Matthew’s

Please bring a dish to pass as you are able. These can be dropped off in the Assembly Hall prior
to the service. St. Luke’s is responsible for providing picnic beverages and helping to offset the
cost of the meat St. Michael’s is providing- donations are welcome! Reminder that there will
be NO worship service at St. Luke's on that day.
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September 27th Stewardship Message

Today we begin six weeks of prayer and generosity at St. Luke's, working toward one goal:
growing our rector's call from one-third time to one-half time. As Paul writes to the Philippians,
Christ's love was proven in what he gave, not merely in what he said. Take home today's letter
and time & talent card and start praying about what you might give this year.

THIS WEEK'S INVITATION

Take the campaign letter home, read it as a household, and begin the Campaign Prayer each
day this week. Return your Time & Talent survey by October 4.

Gracious and generous God, all things come of you, and of your own have we to give. Plant in us this
season a spirit of joy, not obligation; of trust, not anxiety. Grow St. Luke's in faith, in generosity, and in
care for one another and our neighbors. Bless our rector, and grant that the time entrusted to this ministry
may bear fruit far beyond what we can see today. All this we ask in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

St. Luke’s Episcopal Church
614 Main Street
Racine, WI 53403
Phone: 262-634-5529
Email: stlukesracine@gmail.com Website: www.stlukesracine.com
The Rt. Rev. Matthew Gunter — Bishop, Diocese of Wisconsin
The Rev. Matthew L. Buterbaugh — Rector curiouspriest@gmail.com

Deacon Bob Bagley bcbagley43@gmail.com
Deacon John Weit — Director of Music and Organist john.e.weit@gmail.com
Martha Guzman — Parish Administrator stlukesracine@gmail.com
Brian Paulhus - Sexton

VESTRY
Cindy Ganzel - Sr. Warden cjganzel@yahoo.com
Marshall Cushman - Jr. Warden cushmanct9@gmail.com
Wally Herman — Treasurer
Jessica MacPhail, Mick Burke, Grace Ellingham, Roger Mertins,
Chris Schatzman, Wally Herman
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All music used with permission under One License A-741026. All rights reserved ﬁ
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